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Geography 

Geography is the study of the Earth and the people who live on it.  There 

are three main sections -  Physical Geography is the study of our planet, 

examining how external and internal forces interact to create and destroy 

new landscapes.  Social Geography focuses on population, urbanisation, 

food supply etc.  Economic Geography examines human economic activ-

ity like industry, agriculture, transport etc.  

 

Religious Education 
The aim of Religious Education is to give the students the opportunity to 

explore their beliefs and the beliefs of other traditions.  They are encour-

aged to be respectful and responsible in their relationships with others 

and the world.   

 

C.S.P.E. 

Civic, Social and Political Education prepares students for active citizen-

ship, understanding the rights and responsibilities of the individual in 

society and develops personal and social confidence.  Areas covered 

include Democracy, Law, Development, Rights & Responsibilities, 

Stewardship, Human Dignity and Interdependence.  Active learning and 

an Action Project are important parts of the assessment, along with a 

final written exam. 

 

S.P.H.E. 

Social, Personal and Health Education contributes to developing the 

work of the school in promoting the health and well being of children 

and young adults.  S.P.H.E. includes topics such as healthy eating, alco-

hol, drugs, environment issues, safety and social responsibility and rela-

tionships and sexuality education.  S.P.H.E. aims to give clear infor-

mation and build self esteem. 

 

Computer Studies 

The aim is to instruct students in the key concepts of computers and pro-

vide them with competency in a wide range of computer applications. 

Students will go on to study word processing, spreadsheet, database and 

presentation applications.  They will study Internet and Communication 

Technologies and learn how to access, filter, analyse and transmit infor-

mation using the Internet.  They will become familiar with e-mail and 

learn to design web pages.   
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To Parents and New Pupils of 

Abbey Community College 

 

 

 

We are delighted to welcome you to the 1st Year  

class for 2018/19. Following from the Entrance As-

sessment, you are now faced with the important deci-

sion of choosing your Optional Subjects. 

 

These notes will assist you in choosing the subjects 

that you will study at Junior Cycle in Abbey Commu-

nity College.  

 

We ask you to read the contents in detail and pay 

careful attention to the advice we offer you on sub-

ject choice. It is vital that you consider this careful-

ly so that you may have all the information you will 

need to help you be ready for September. 

 

Should you require further information please visit the 

Guidance and Counselling Website under links on 

www.abbeycommunitycollege.com.  

 

Looking forward to meeting you at the information 

evening.  

 

 

 

 

 Detta Cahill 

         Principal 
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to Leaving Cert.  

 

THE FOLLOWING SUBJECTS ARE CORE SUBJECTS: 

Irish 

Irish is taught to foster and develop communication skills in the language.  

Students study listening, speaking, reading and writing.  Three different 

levels are offered and students choose a level that best suits their ability.  

Students are encouraged to spend time in the Gaeltacht to experience Irish 

as a living community language and to practice its usage.  We are fortunate 

in Abbey Community College that we can offer a number of scholarships to 

the Gaeltacht every Summer. 

 

English 

English could be described as the key subject on the curriculum.  Proficien-

cy in English is the foundation on which progress in all other subjects is 

built and is the key to lifelong learning.  In 1st Year, we read and write sto-

ries, poems, letters and reports and touch on public speaking and drama.  

Studying English is learning to think, speak, analyse and summarise clearly 

and concisely.  It is also entering the exciting world of the great thinkers 

and writers. 

 

Maths 

Mathematics has traditionally formed a substantial part of the education of 

young people in Ireland throughout their school days.  Its value for further 

and higher education, for employment and as a component of general edu-

cation has long been recognised. The mathematical education offered to 

students should be appropriate to their abilities, needs and interests and 

should fully and appositely reflect the broad nature of the subject and its 

potential for enhancing the students’ development. 

Aims 

It is intended that Mathematics education would: 

 Contribute to the personal development of the students. 

 Help to provide them with the mathematical knowledge, skills and 

 understanding needed for life and work. 

 

History 

The History course is very wide and includes the following: 

Ireland in the Stone, Bronze and Iron Ages, the Roman Empire, Middle 

Ages, Renaissance, Voyages of Discovery, Reformation, The Industrial 

Revolution, Famine in Ireland, Ireland and Europe in the 20th Century. 
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4 Art, Craft & Design 

Areas studied in Art include painting, graphic design, collage, printing, 

sculpture and calligraphy (handwriting).  An advantage of choosing Art, 

is that there is no theory; instead the course is all practical work that cul-

minates in a project completed during 3rd year.  Students may choose to 

carry on the subject to Leaving Cert.  Art is an important choice for 

many career options. 

 

5 Materials Technology -  Wood 

Materials Technology -  Wood is a subject where the student works with 

many materials, but mostly with wood.  The design process is followed 

in all projects.  A practical project is completed for assessment as well as 

a written exam.  The student may choose to do Construction Studies for 

Leaving Cert. 

 

6 Materials Technology -  Metal 

This programme aims to give students an insight into the area of metal-

craft and engineering.  It gives students hands-on experience with practi-

cal work and the chance to learn life long practical skills.  Students will 

experience a wide range of materials such as metal, wood and plastic, 

learn to use machine tools (drills, lathes) and hand tools (hacksaws,  files 

etc.) in a correct and safe manner.  A major project must be completed in 

3rd Year.  Engineering follows on at Leaving Cert. level.  

 

7 Technical Graphics 
This subject aims to give students the opportunity to learn graphic skills. 

Students will learn to use drawing equipment correctly and safely, pro-

duce neat, tidy drawings and to interpret both 2D and 3D drawing. The 

programme will develop students’ spatial and graphic skills. Students 

will use a variety of media to produce from freehand sketching, drawing 

with equipment and Computer Aided Design.  It leads to Design & Com-

munication Graphics (DCG) at Leaving Cert level. 

 

8 Home Economics 

Areas studied include: 

  Food Studies 

  Resource Management 

  Consumer Studies 

  Social & Health 

A practical project (15%) and cookery exam (35% - 45%)  assessment as 

well as a written exam in June.  Students may choose to carry the subject 
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Parents Association 

Abbey Community College Parents’ Association was formed in November 2000 

and has since been busy working on a number of projects that will enhance the life 

and education of our students. We ask that you give them your full support while 

your child is in our school and thus become active partners in the education pro-

cess. 

Chairperson:   Ms. Tonya Dowling 

Vice Chairperson:  Ms. Helen Wall 

Secretary:   Ms. Anita Maher 

Treasurer:   Ms. Mary Hennigan 

 P.R.O.    Mr. Liz Blanche 

Parents’ Members of Board of Management 

Paul Grace and Marie Skehan 

Bus Transport 
The school transport eligibility for all pupils newly entering a post primary school 

will be determined by reference to the distance they reside from their nearest Post 

Primary Education centre. To be considered eligible, pupils must reside not less 

than 4.8km from the nearest Post Primary Education Centre. 

Book Rental Scheme 

The book rental scheme is managed by Mrs. McGrath and the Parents’ Associa-

tion. The current fee is €80 per student. Text books only are covered by the book 

rental scheme. Work books, reference books, exam papers etc. are not included. 

Family Contribution 

To cover the cost of photocopying, student record book, student insurance, games 

and reports, an annual sum is paid each year. The family contribution supports 

many activities and events in the school which would not be possible without this 

contribution. At present, the voluntary fee is €70 per student and €120 per family. 

We can only  offer these services if the contribution is paid.  

Student Record Book 

Each student will be given a student record book. This book contains a copy of the 

school rules, personal details, permissions re: school outings etc., absence slips, 

behaviour record, message section, achievements section and a school diary. Each 

student must be in possession of his/her record book during class time. The rele-

vant sections of this book must be signed by a parent/guardian. 
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Notes on Subject Choices 

 

Please read these notes very carefully 

 

In keeping with Abbey Community College’s policy of equality of edu-

cational opportunity, all subjects in the bands are available to boys and 

girls. All students take the following Department of Education and Skills pro-

grammes for the 3 years of Junior Cycle: Irish, English, Maths, History, Geog-

raphy, French or Spanish, C.S.P.E. (Civic Social & Political Education) and 

Religious Education*. Students have a choice of 3 subjects from the following 

examination subjects Business Studies, Science, Music, Materials Technology 

Wood or Metal, Technical Graphics, Art and Home Economics. Students also 

study: Physical Education, Information Technology, and SPHE (includes Pasto-

ral Care, relationship & sexuality education, substance misuse and anti-bullying 

and more).  
 

 While we cannot guarantee all your choices, we will attempt to fa-

cilitate you as best we can.  

 

 

 Discuss your ideas carefully with your teacher and family before 

you choose your subjects. 

 

 

 Choose the subjects at which you think you might be good and in 

which you may be interested.  

 

 

 Do not choose a subject because your friend is choosing it.  

 

 

 It is important that each student chooses a ‘spread’ of subjects. This 

will give him/her a wider subject and career choice in Senior Cycle.  

In addition to these subjects, we will have a Learning Support Pro-

gramme for students in need of extra attention with English and 

Maths. 
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Notes on Subjects 
 

Three subjects must be chosen from the list of 1-8 

1 Science 

Using scientific methods, students will learn facts, see demonstrations and participate in 

experimental work. 

Science involves the following areas: 

 Biology – the study of living things, plant and animal. 

 Chemistry – the study of how substances interact and combine with each other. 

 Physics – the study of measurement, energy and matter. 

The three topics become separate, individual subjects at Leaving Cert. level. 

 

2 Business Studies 

The student is introduced to the world of finance, practical methods of book-keeping, 

economic theory, the consumer and the law and many other aspects of the world of 

business. Business Studies lays the foundation for the later study of Accounting and 

Business. 

 

3 Music 

The Music course is for any student who has  an interest in music.  No previous musical 

training is necessary (you do not need to be able to play an instrument to take this sub-

ject in first year).   The course focuses on three key areas: Composing, Performing and 

Listening.  Students study Classical and Irish Traditional Music, Music History, Theory 

of Music through Singing, Modern Music and Composition.  25% of  the exam in 3rd 

Year consists of a practical performance. 

 

Spanish 

Spanish is the official language in 22 countries and is spoken by more than 400 

million people worldwide.  Students, therefore, will find practical use for the 

knowledge and skills learned in Spanish for the Junior Cert.  Through role plays, 

group work and listening tasks, students will learn how to communicate and inter-

act with Spanish speakers and will gain an insight and understanding of Hispanic 

culture and society.  

    Or 

French 

Students who take French are introduced to language and culture in an exciting 

colourful format.  There is a great sense of achievement in mastering basic commu-

nicative tasks after a relatively short time.  Group work and pair work are designed 

to improve oral proficiency.  This communicative element is most important in our 

multi-lingual European society.  Allez-y! 


